
Sentence Openers: 
Have you ever wondered ... ? 

Have you thought about ... ? 

Why is it that ... ? 
 

For example: Have you ever wondered what Santa and his 

elves do when it’s not Christmas? One year, 

when I was only six years old, I found out. 

Question: 

Ask a Rhetorical Question to the 

reader, which your story will 

then go on to answer.  



Sentence Openers: 
I’ll never forget the time ... 

I’ll always remember when ... 

When I look back, I think about ... 

 
For example: I’ll never forget the time that I was deliv-

ering newspapers early one frosty Autumn 

morning. I got a very special surprise. 

A Memory: 

Make a statement about a 

memorable event, which you will 

then go on to retell. Take your 

time and save the main event  

until the end of the story. 



Sentence Openers: 
The sirens screamed as the engines started to 

fail. The ship was going down. Fast. 

A tackle flew in, then another. Jane stopped the 

ball and looked over at the empty goal. 

 

For example: The sirens screamed as the engines started to 

fail. The ship was going down. Fast. There was a 

deafening crash and then silence ... 

Action: 

You start your narrative in the 

middle of an exciting piece of 

action. You can choose whether 

to use ellipsis for suspense. 



Sentence Openers: 
A hooded figure stood watching ... 

A tall, smart man in an overcoat quickly walked 

away from ... There were large, muddy footprints on the floor 

but the window was wide open.. 

For example: A tall, smart man in an overcoat quickly walked 

away from the sleeping tramp. When George got 

closer, he realised the tramp was dead! The mys-

terious man had now disappeared from view. 

Mysterious 

Identity: 

You describe the culprit of a key 

event or crime in the story  

without saying who it is. 



Sentence Openers: 
My name is Kevin and I’m an ordinary boy, really. 

Are you ordinary? Really? Well, I ... 

Pleased to meet you. Allow me to introduce my-

self. I am Katie. What’s your name? That’s ... 

 
For example: Hello there. I’m Frank and I’m the kind of child 

that you wouldn’t really notice in class. The kind 

of kid that gets picked last. Nobody wanted to 

bother with me in school until one weird Friday! 

Chatty: 

Write as if you are talking to 

the reader directly in an every-

day conversation. This will need 

a lot of parenthesis and clauses! 



Sentence Openers: 
The warmth of the sun kissed the children’s 

cheeks. Little did they know ... 

The old lady wiped the heavy tears away from her 

stinging eyes. She was unaware that ... 

 

For example: The old lady wiped the heavy tears away from her 

stinging eyes. She was unaware that, all of these 

years, she had been wrong. Her brother was alive. 

Statement then  

A Change: 

Make a positive or negative 

statement. Then add a sentence 

to show that a change is about 

to happen or has happened. 



Sentence Openers: 
Imagine if ... Close your eyes and think about ... 

 
For example: Imagine if you had spent many years and 

many thousands of pounds creating a beauti-

ful home for your family and then, one day, 

it was all taken away. That happened to me. 

Imagine If: 

Engage the reader into your 

story by encouraging them to 

think about a key theme or event  

in the story. Involve them. 



Sentence Openers: 
Have you ever wondered ... ? 

Have you thought about ... ? 

Why is it that ... ? 
 

For example: Have you ever wondered what Santa and his 

elves do when it’s not Christmas? One year, 

when I was only six years old, I found out. 

Reflection: 

This is when the narrator talks 

about a memorable time, when 

they learned an important life-

changing lesson. 



Sentence Openers: 
I am afraid of cheese! I know it sounds weird but 

it’s true. I absolutely love unicorns. I’m obsessed by them. 

 

For example: I am obsessed with football. I mean it. Not many 

people sleep in their football boots and full kit or 

wake up early in the morning just to practise their 

keepy-uppy skills before school. 

Announcement: 

The narrator makes an state-

ment about themselves that is 

important to the main events in 

the story. 



Sentence Openers: 
The sound of the ... 
The smell of the ... 
The feel of the ... 

 
For example: The smell of the vinegar from the greasy, 

hot chips tickled Ben’s nostrils like a playful 

child. He loved being at the seaside. 

Sensory: 

Creatively describe one of the 

senses using a simile or meta-

phor. Take your time to create a 

vivid image for the reader. 



Sentence Openers: 
It has often been said that ... 

I once read in a girls’ magazine that ... 

My annoying teacher once moaned that ... 

 
For example: My annoying teacher once moaned that “I 

would never learn anything if I didn’t con-

centrate.” One day, I proved him wrong. 

Quotation: 

Use a quotation to introduce an 

idea that you agree or disagree 

with. You will “disprove” or 

“prove” this within your story. 



Sentence Openers: 
“Don’t you dare press that button,”screamed the 

Army General. He knew that he must ... 

“You did what with the money I gave you?” splut-

tered a very shocked ... 
 

For example: “Don’t you dare press that button,”screamed the 

Army General. He knew that he must think fast. 

What would he do if the soldier took not notice. 

Speech: 

Simply put, you begin your  

narrative with exciting and  

descriptive speech that gives 

you many clues about the  

characters. 


