
SPAG Rotation 
Challenge 1: Active or Passive 
 
Discuss with your team/partner which sentences are 

active and passive. Use a whiteboard and pen to 
help you work it out.   

 
 

1.Celtic Football club was established in 1888. (Passive) 
2.James loved eating cakes every day. (Active) 
3. The scientist blew up the laboratory. (Active) 
4.The map was lost. (Passive) 
 
The subject (thing doing the verb) comes first in active 
sentences.  

Clue: Look for the verb. Then try and spot the subject and the object.  



SPAG Rotation 
Challenge 2: Speech 
 
Discuss with your team/partner which sentence is 

correct. Use a whiteboard and pen to help you work 
it out.   

 
 

1. “Can you remember how to write speech?” asked Mr Ford. 
 
Correct because it is a question being spoken. Asked does 
not have a capital as it’s in the same sentence as the 
speech. This is one sentence.   
 

Clue: Think about commas and capitals. 



SPAG Rotation 
Challenge 3: Pronouns 
 
Discuss with your team/partner whether each pro-

noun on the list is “possessive”, “personal” or 
“relative”. Use a whiteboard and pen to help you 

work it out.   
 
 

1. Mine (possessive) 
2.Which (relative– like a relative clause) 
3.He (personal) 
4.It (personal) 
5.Whose (relative)  
6. Theirs (possessive) 
 

Clue: Think about what each pronouns does. 



SPAG Rotation 
Challenge 4: Adverbs 
 

Discuss with your team/partner which words are 
adverbs. Use a whiteboard and pen to help you work 

it out.   
 
 

Outside (Yes– place) 
Green 
Rich 
Soon (Yes –time) 
Never (Yes-time) 
Quickly (Yes– manner) 

Clue: Time, manner, place. Manner is the same as how. 

Unbelievable  
Well (Yes-manner) 
Indoors (Yes-place) 
Lovingly (Yes– manner) 
Desperate 
Table  



SPAG Rotation 
Challenge 5: Noun Phrase 
 
Discuss with your team/partner how you could write 
more information about the boring noun(s) in the 
sentence to make a “noun phrase”. Use a white-

board and pen to help you work it out.   
 
 

The car was parked on the street. 
 

Example: The top-of-the-range red sports car was parked 
on the narrow, dimly lit and dodgy back street. 

Clue: Look for the noun. Then try and make it more exciting.  



SPAG Rotation 
Challenge 6: Me or I? 
 
Discuss with your team/partner which sentences use 

I or Me. Use a whiteboard and pen to help you 
work it out.   

 
 

1. Dad is getting (me) and Fred a new bike. 
2.George and (I) are getting married next June. 
3. Santa Clause gave an extra present to (me) and Sadie. 
Is this sentence right or wrong? 
4. Me and Chloe had to go to the bank to get money out. 
Wrong. It should be Chloe and I. 
 

Clue: cover up the other person’s name and the sentence should make sense.   



SPAG Rotation 
Challenge 7: Clauses 
 

Discuss with your team/partner where the “main 
clauses” are in each sentence and whether there is 

a “sub clause” or a “relative clause too”. Use a 
whiteboard and pen to help you work it out.   

 
 
1. Bob, who loved to swim, was eaten by a shark. 
2. After the whistle blew, the players got into  a fight. 
3. The children cried because there was no break time. 
4.Mum loves Olly Murs although she loathes Justin Bieber. 
5. Hilda has a dog, whose name is Mr Fluffybottom. 
 
 

Clue: Cover parts of the sentence with your finger to find the main clause (the bit that makes sense on its own).  



SPAG Rotation 
Challenge 8: Prepositions 
 
Discuss with your team/partner where the preposi-
tions are in the sentences below. Use a whiteboard 

and pen to help you work it out.   
 
 

1.Kevin went onto the boat and danced along the deck. 
2. The plane rose up into the clouds in one swift move. 
3. Harry’s shoes are beside his bag, which is on the table. 
4.The ring was found under the old lady’s coat. 
 
 

Clue: Look for the words that describe direction, place and time.   



SPAG Rotation 
Challenge 9: Subjunctives  
 
Discuss with your team/partner what the subjunc-
tive is in each pair of sentences. Use a whiteboard 

and pen to help you work it out.   
 
 

1.If I were you, I’d keep quiet. (Subjunctive) 
2. It is essential he be allowed to go. (Subjunctive) 
3.It is important that the doctor recommend you rest. 

(Subjunctive)  
 
 

Clue: Look for what is grammatically correct and what isn’t.  



SPAG Rotation 
Challenge 10: Modal Verbs 
 
Discuss with your team/partner whether the modal 
verbs show possibility or certainty. Use a white-

board and pen to help you work it out.   
 
 

1.May (Possible) 
2.Must (Certain) 
3.Should (Possible) 
4.Will (Certain)  
5.Can (Certain) 
6.Could (Possible) 
 

Clue: Try them out in a sentence.  



SPAG Rotation 
Challenge 11: Tenses 
Discuss with your team/partner which sentences is 
which tense. Match them up. Use a whiteboard and 

pen to help you work it out.   
 
 

1. He cooks vegetables. 
2. Louise was skiing in Austria recently. 
3. Jo has been working her socks off each night. 
4. We will be going to Japan next year. 
5. Violet sank to her feet in despair. 
6. I had been a nervous wreck in the car. 

Clue: The progressive bee had perfect tense. Simple.  

C. Present simple. 
F. Past progressive. 
E. Present perfect progressive. 
A. Future progressive.  
B. Past simple. 
D. Past perfect progressive. 



SPAG Rotation 
Challenge 12: Determiners 
 
Discuss with your team/partner where the deter-
miners are in the sentences below. Use a white-

board and pen to help you work it out.   
 
 

1.The furious customer had a right to complain. 
2.Steve’s garden had one of those funny gnomes in it. 
3.Some of Ben’s lunch fell on the floor. 
4.Most of the class had an awful time at the cinema.  
 
 

Clue: Pink fluffy slippers. Spot the nouns first. Ask yourself, “Which one is it?” 



SPAG Rotation 
Challenge 13: Conjunctions  
 
Discuss with your team/partner where the conjunc-
tions are. Use a whiteboard and pen to help you 

work it out.   
 
 

Clue: WASABI or FANBOYS  

1. Bob was eaten by a shark although he was a lifeguard. 
2. After the whistle blew, the players got into  a fight. 
3. The children cried because there was no break time. 
4.Mum loves Olly Murs but loathes Justin Bieber. 
5. Since it was Easter, Mr Davies bought the class choco-

late. 
 



SPAG Rotation 
Challenge 14: Apostrophes   
 
Discuss with your team/partner whether apostro-
phes have been correctly used and why. Use a 
whiteboard and pen to help you work it out.   

1.There were many bomb’s dropped on London in the war. No, 
because apostrophes aren’t used for plurals. 

2.I like to eat lot’s of chips on a Friday. No. Lot’s would mean 
lot is. This doesn’t make sense. 

3.Jesus’ disciples fled in the Garden of Gethsemene. Yes 
4.Chris’s mum stops him going out. No ‘s if the word already 

ends in s. 
5. It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas. Yes 
6. “I won’t go ‘ome until the party is over,” grunted Lucy. Yes 

Clue: Look for possessions and missing letters.  



SPAG Rotation 
Challenge 15: How is punctuation used?  
 

Discuss with your team/partner how punctuation 
changes the meaning of each sentence. Use a 
whiteboard and pen to help you work it out.   

 
 

1. Why are you going to pay Jake? (Means that Jake is being 
paid.) 

2.Why are you going to pay, Jake? (Means that someone 
called Jake is being asked.) 

3.Why are you going? To pay Jake? (Means that the second 
question is a suggestion for the answer of the first.) 

 

Clue: Look at haw the punctuation makes you read the sentence.   


